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the things which are in the world.    If anyone loves the world the charity
of the Father is not in him/'

The following feasts aye celebrated on December 2 7 :

ST JOHN, Apostle and evangelist, styled in the Gospel " the beloved disciple " and called
" the divine " by the Greeks ; he was a younger brother of St James the Great: ST THEODORUS,
Abbot. Another ST THEODORUS is honoured on the following date.

DECEMBER 28

THE HOLY INNOCENTS
(Matthew xi. 16)

OUR Divine Redeemer was persecuted by the world as soon as he made
his appearance in it.    For he was no sooner born than it declared war
against him.   Herod, in persecuting Christ, was an emblem of Satan and
of the world.    That ambitious and jealous prince had already sacrificed
to his fears and suspicions the most illustrious part of his council, his
virtuous wife Mariamne, with her mother Alexandra, the two sons he had
by her, and the heirs to his crown, and all his best friends.   Hearing from
the magians who were come from distant countries to find and adore Christ
that the Messias, or spiritual king of the Jews, foretold by the prophets,
was born among them, he trembled lest he was come to take his temporal
kingdom from him.    So far are the thoughts of carnal and worldly men
from the ways of God, and so strangely do violent passions blind and
alarm them.   The tyrant was disturbed beyond measure and resolved to
take away the life of this child, as if he could have defeated the decrees of
heaven.   He had recourse to his usual arts of policy and dissimulation, and
hoped to receive intelligence of the child by feigning a desire himself to
adore him.   But God laughed at the folly of his short-sighted prudence,
and admonished the magians not to return to him.    St Joseph was like-
wise ordered by an angel to take the child and his mother, and to fly into
Egypt.   Is our Blessed Redeemer, the Lord of the universe, to be banished
as soon as born!   What did not he suffer!   What did not his pious parents
suffer on his account in so tedious and long a journey, and during a long
abode in Egypt, where they were entirely strangers and destitute of all
succour under the hardships of extreme poverty!   It is an ancient tradition
of the Greeks, mentioned by Sozomen,1 St Athanasiizs,2 and others, that
at his entrance into Egypt all the idols of that kingdom fell to the ground,
which literally verified the prediction of the prophet Isaiah.3   Mary and
Joseph were not informed by the angel how long their exile would be
continued;   by which we are taught to leave all to divine providence,
acquiescing with confidence and simplicity in the adorable and ever holy

*  Sozomen, lib. v. c. 21, p. 213, ed. Cantabr. per Reading.

*  St Athan, lib. de Incarn. Verbi. Calmet, Vie de Jesus C. c. 7, p. 21.

*  Isa. xix. i.